CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



Under the Pape*w* R«fc**k*i Att of 1BGS. no peftons am 



DEC 2 6 2006 

AWtftMaJ tor i»c thwcn 1Q/31*OOZ OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent *X> Trndcfnartt Of!k*; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
required to reaoorvt to a ooftectfor of Information unices rt oontatra a void OMB control number. 



HUNT0N& 




HITNTON A WILLIAMS LLP 
"Washington, DC 20006 



Tel 
Fax 



202 • 955 • 1923 
202 -77$ '210X 



TO 



FROM 



MESSAGE 



NAME: 

FIRM: 
FAX NO.: 
PHONE NO.: 

PAGES {WCLUWNO COVER): 

ORIGINAL TO FOLLOW IN MAIL 

NAME: 
FLOOR: 
DIRECT DIAL: 



MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
(571) 273^8300 



14 

□ Yes IS No 

Ozzie A. Fanes, Reg. No, 43,606 
(202) 955-1923 



Attached please find the following regarding V»S. Patent Application No> 10/643.878 
1. Response to Office Action - 12 pages; 

3. Fax Cover Sheet - 1 page; 

4. Certificate of Transmission - 1 page. 



fF PROBLEM VWTH TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CONTACT OPERATOR AT 703 • 714 • 7500 . 

OPERATOR 

date: December 26, 2006 

TIME: 

cuenthatter name: Medtronic 
cuenTmatteR no.: 541 1 8.000036 

This conrwnuncation is confidential and is intended to be privileged pursuant to the attomey-efent pftvflege and the work- 
product doctrine. If the matter of ttvs message k not the intended recipient or the employee or agent responsible to 
driver rt to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any destination, distribution or copying of thtt 
communication Is strictly prohtorted. If you have received this ccrYfnuniarton in error, ptease immafiaWy noffly us by 
telephone, and return the original message to us at the above atttess via the U. S. Postal Service. 
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Apprwed »of use through 10/31/2002. OMe 0551-0031 
Uhrftr th» pmw^A d»(,wu« * ^ v.S ratoit and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Attorney Docket No. 64118.000036 
Application Serial No: 10/643,878 

Certificate Of Transmission Under 37 CFR 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 

on 




Signature: 



Ozzie A. Farres, Reg No. 43,606 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission* or this 
certificate must identify each submitted paper. 
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4. Certificate of Transmission - 1 page. 
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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

DEC 2 6 2006 Patent AppUcation 

Attorney Docket No.. 64 1 18.00036 
m THE UMTFD STATES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFCTrF 



Application Number 10/643,878 Confirmation No.: 5214 

Applicant : Kevin T. FOLEY et al. 
Fi,e d August 20, 2003 

Tille : system and method for securing a plate to the 

SPINAL COLUMN 

TC/ArtUnit : 3731 
Examiner: Daniel Jacob DAVIS 

Attorney Docket No. 64 11 8.000036 
Customer No, 21967 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE T O OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 

Applicants respectfully request a 2-month extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) 

for responding to the Office Action mailed on July 24, 2006, in the above-captioned application. 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the time for response be extended up to and 
including December 26, 2006. Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0206 in the amount of 
$45000. to cover the 2-month extension of time fee. m the event of any variance between the 
amount enclosed and the fees determined by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, please 
charge or credit any such variance to the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 



12/88/2886 N'HGUYEHl 00999688 5B92B6 10643878 
Gl FC:1252 459.93 DA 
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Patent Application 
Attorney Docket No, : 64 11 8.00036 

In response to die Office Action dated July 24, 2006, Applicants respectfully request 

favorable reconsideration of the above-identified patent application in view of the following 

remarks* which are believed to place the above-identified patent application in condition for 

allowance or in better form for consideration on appeal. 
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